Research Questions
1. What is the law/policy/gov’t action you have chosen?
· What are the specific goals and mandates of the act you are researching?
· When and by whom was it created?
2. What was going on that led to this law/policy/gov’t action?  (Foreign and Domestic events/issues)
· What was the political climate at the time it was created? (What political party was in control of the White House and Congress?  Who was the president? What seemed to be the biggest concerns for the US at this time both at home (domestic) and abroad (foreign)?)
· Were there any underlying reasons this law was passed? (Racism, rise in immigration, poor economy, etc.)
· What was the catalyst for the act? (Did something happen that led to the passing of this law?)
3. What did the gov’t hope to accomplish by passing this law?
4. How did the law actually play out?
· How was the act received by the American public? (Did most people support or were they against it?  What were their reasons for supporting or being against it?)
· How was the act enforced? (What agencies/parts of the government were in charge of making sure the law was enforced? What were the American people expected to do to help this law be enforced?)
· What were some of the unintended consequences, if any? (Racial stereotyping, hate crimes, loss of privacy or other rights, etc.)
· Who appeared to be most directly affected by the act? (For example – was a specific ethnic, racial, religious group targeted?  If so who and in what way were they targeted?)
5. What rights or freedoms do you feel are being infringed upon because of this law/policy/gov’t action?
· Were there any legal challenges and/or court cases that have been based on this act?
6. Do you think this law/policy/gov’t action was necessary to make the US safe, or do you think this was an abuse of power? Explain your response.
7. Was the act repealed? If so, when and under what circumstances?  If it wasn’t, then what affect does it currently have on our country?

To organize your research, you should keeping track of not only your information/facts, but also where you found them!  This means you must be continually adding to your work cited page!!!!
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Option 2:  Make your own Chart
· Fold paper into quarters
· Label each quarter on front and back a question #
· Fill in just like the index card
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